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Sunday School 

Gimmes Feed on His Faithtulness 


. By E. Margaret Clarkson 

d 

: EED on His faithfulness, my soul, 
vs Who chose thee for His own, 
; Who bears thy name in Love's 

0M pure flame 


Before the heavenly Throne; 
Lay at His feet thy fear, 
in Thy burdens, pain, distress; 
a Prostrate embrace thy Fount of Grace— 
Feed on His faithfulness! 


d IN THIS ISSUE. ° Feed on His faithfulness, my soul, 


at Who suffered Calvary, 


7 NEO-E VANGELIC 'ALISM Who Victor rose o’er all thy foes, 


Who lives, who prays, for thee! 


9. AND T TS CRI TICS Not thine the battle is, 


Though close the conflict press; 


it ‘Tis His alone who wears the crown— 
- Feed on His faithfulness! 

* Feed on His faithfulness, my soul; 

. Then naught shall thee affright; 

4. His perfect will all fear shall still, 

or ? His wisdom lead aright. 

ig 

If He slumbers not nor sleeps, 

n , But waits His saints to bless; 

Ze Th’ eternal Throne is His alone— 


Feed on His faithfulness! 


it, PS Feed on His faithfulness, my soul; 
e e 7 i 
of ver sas n Mah st. So shalt thou see His face, 

ch . e 

. Auvaaid Ane a gf Transforming thee till all shall see 
ly The glory of His grace; 





| Closer to His great heart 
(lesson for February 12) In glad abandon press; 


on 7.—The Light of the World Fling thy soul down upon His own— 
7 to 9 Feed on His faithfulness! 
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Christian Workers and 
Planning for the Future 


In a recent issue of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times, a “Notes on Open Let- 
ters” article dealt with the question, 
“Should We Think of and Plan for the 
Future Materially?” 

I was wondering about missionaries 
of faith missions and pastors who 
rely solely on the Lord to provide for 
their needs. Such cases were not 
mentioned.—A Canadian reader. 


The article to which the Canadian 
reader refers appeared in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Trmes for November 5, and while 
faith missionaries and pastors who rely 
solely upon the Lord to provide for 
them and their families were not specifi- 
cally mentioned, the article did state 
that in some particular cases God may 
instruct a follower of His to make no 
provision for the future, and the ex- 
ample of His instruction to His disciples 
on one occasion, “Carry neither purse, 
nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man 
by the way” (Luke 10:4) was contrasted 
with His instructions later when He 
said: “When I sent you without purse, 
and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any- 
thing? And they said, Nothing. Then 
said he unto them, But now, he that 
hath a purse, let him take it, and like- 
wise his scrip: and he that hath no 
sword, let him sell his garment, and buy 
one” (Luke 22:35, 36). The different 
occasions and the different circumstances 
determined the particular course to be 
followed. 

When God leads a Christian worker 
to depend wholly on Him to provide 
for himself and his family, as He some- 
times does, then it is difficult if not ab- 
solutely wrong for that one to make 
provision for the future, as those who 
are earning a regular salary can do. 
William Rugh, who for many years was 
Dean of the Pennsylvania Bible Insti- 
tute and who lived a life of faith ma- 
terially as well as spiritually, used to 
tell of an experience that he had with 
Mrs. Rugh. Having a little extra money 
that had come in, she came to him one 
day with the suggestion that they put 
away some money for a rainy day. He 
did not look favorably upon the idea, 
but he saw that Mrs. Rugh was quite 
eager to follow that course and so he 
went along. 

It was not very many days later that 
she came to him again, saying, “Papa, 
we'll have to pray for some money, for 
our provisions are getting low.” 

He looked at her for a moment and 
then said, “Why Mama, I can’t ask the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“It is God that girdeth me with 
strength” (Psa. 18:32). 
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Lord for money when we have some.” 

She said nothing but went away, and 
a few days still later came again to urge 
him to ask the Lord for some money 
because their provisions were then al- 
most entirely gone. 

Again he said to her, “Mama, I can’t 
ask the Lord for money when we have 
some.” 

“Finally,” said Mr. Rugh, “Mama 
broke down and went and got the 
money she had put away for a rainy 
day, and sent me to the store for some 
provisions. And, you know, before I 
got back from the store there was a 
barrel of potatoes on the back porch, 
and I never again had any difficulty 
with Mama wanting to put away some- 
thing for a rainy day.” 

Mr. Rugh made it very clear to his 
class members at the school, however, 
that he did not suggest that all of them 
embark on such a course. He pointed 
out that the Lord must make it very 
plain to each individual what course 
He wants him to follow. “But,” he said, 
“when the Lord showed me that that 
was the way He wanted me to walk, I 
would have been disobedient not to 
have followed in that way.” 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 12 
1. Let’s Face It 
(Acts 17:26; Luke 9:51, 62; 1 Tim. 4:12) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N A series of three topics beginning 

this week, our attention is focused 
on the very natural desire that is im- 
planted in the hearts of most young 
people to grow up and to be free from 
many of the restraints that have sur- 
rounded our earlier days. We resent 
being told to do this or that, or that 
we cannot do certain things. We realize 
that our bodies have developed in 
strength and ability to the point that 
we can do most things as well as adults, 
and we feel that our judgment and 
ability in other directions should be 
respected and given free rein. How- 
ever, there is one aspect of growing up 
that we sometimes either overlook or 
ignore, and it is this aspect that we are 
to consider particularly in this week’s 
meeting. 

4 


In the Sea Scout training program, 
in which the writer was engaged for 
some years, there were two slogans 
that were constantly kept before the 
young men who were training to be 
junior officers in Sea Scouts. Each 


(Continued on page 83) 
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The Light of the World. 
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Immorality and the Ten Commandments 


Latest U.S. statistics reveal that crime has increased 
four times as fast as the growth of the population and ex- 
ceeds the rate of growth of church membership. An anomaly 
of our times is that the nation recorded its highest crime 
rate in a year that registered the highest rate of church 
membership. Today it is reported that one out of every 
twenty babies born in the United States is illegitimate, and 
quite obviously this represents but a small proportion of 
those who indulge in illicit sexual intercourse. It would 
appear that we have entered an era when the moral stand- 
ards of the Bible are no longer taken seriously by the major 
part of the population, which has rejected the absolutes 
of the Ten Commandments for an easy relativism. This rela- 
tivism holds that nothing is really wrong in itself if it does 
not harm or offend the majority of the people; that what 
a person does is his own affair, if it is natural it is accepta- 
ble, and if it is somewhat unnatural, well, some people are 
different. We can ask ourselves, “Have we entered the post- 
Christian era of our history?” However, not only in the 
world at large but in church circles and even among evan- 
gelical Christians there is a shocking sag in ethics and morals. 
Problems in sexual indulgence, forced marriage, divorce and 
remarriage are all too common and are seldom matters of 
Biblical church discipline. What is the cause of this situa- 
tion? A superficial attitude toward sin, an “easy believism,” 
and a distorted concept of the security of the believer doubt- 


less contribute to these lamentable conditions. The root 
cause, however, may be stated simply. We are neglecting and 
ignoring the moral Law of God—the Ten Commandments, 
The world has rejected the Ten Commandments. The church 
has neglected the Ten Commandments. This Law is the 
expression of the holy and eternal character of God and 
of His unchanging will for man. This Law as the 
expression of God’s will has not been set aside by the New 
Covenant. True, Christ is the end of the law on account of 
righteousness (Rom. 10:4), because Christ Himself has 
paid the penalty of our lawbreaking and has become our 
righteousness. The great change is this—under the Old 
Covenant the Ten Commandments were written on two 
tables of stone. Under the New Covenant, when a person 
is truly regenerate the Holy Spirit has written these com- 
mandments upon his heart. An evidence of the new birth 
is that a man recognizes sin as sin and has a God-given 
inner compulsion to honor Christ as Lord and God by 
living subject to these commandments in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. These commandments are an essential part 
of child training and evangelism. The New Testament 
clearly teaches that it is by the Law that a person becomes 
aware of God’s holy character. By this Law he learns of 
God’s will for him. By the Law he is led to realize that he 
is a sinner, that he has sinned, that he cannot save himself, 
(Continued om page 82) 








3. Who Wrote the Bible? 


Tue Hoty Spirit, THE INDITER 
OF SCRIPTURE 


HE inditer of the Words of God is 

the Holy Spirit of God. No better 

word in the English language can 
be used in this connection than that. 
“indite” means “to put into words or 
writing” (Standard Dictionary). And 
that is exactly and precisely what the 
Holy Spirit of God has done in the 
Bible. He is the originator of all the 
written words of the Bible, and He is 
the source from which all the written 
words have come. And that statement 
is the clear teaching of the Scriptures 
themselves. The master-verse for this 
is 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God.” The word 
“scrip ” means the sacred writings 
of the Bible. It comes from tre Latin 
word “scribo” [“I write”]. It was there- 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


fore the Holy Spirit who caused the 
penmen of the Bible “to put into writ- 
ing” the words of God. The word “in- 
spiration” is a very wonderful one. It 
means, in the original, “God-breathed,” 
and teaches that all Scripture is “the 
product of the creative breath of God.” 
Benjamin B. Warfield, who said that, 
also says that “no term could have been 
chosen, however, which would have 
more emphatically asserted the divine 
production of Scripture than that which 
is here employed. The ‘breath of God’ 
is in Scripture just the symbol of His 
almighty power, the bearer of His cre- 
ative word. . . . When Paul declares 
then, that ‘all scripture’ is the product 
of the divine breath, ‘is God-breathed,’ 
he asserts with as much energy as he 
could employ that Scripture is the prod- 
uct of a specifically divine operation” 
(International Standard Encyclopedia). 


The second best passage in the Bible 
on this point is 2 Peter 1:20, 21: 

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of the scripture [meaning, no’ written 
prophecy] is of any private interpreta- 
tion [meaning, not self-originated]. For 
the prophecy came not in old time [not 
at any time, margin] by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

The word I want you to notice is the 
word “moved.” It means to “be borne 
along” by a power not your own. So 
the writers of Scripture were “borne 
along” by the Holy Spirit to write the 
divine Word. Josephus says some- 
thing very important about this word 
“moved.” I wonder if the Liberals and 
Modernists, who say in “The Inter- 
preter’s Bible” that “the doctrine of 
literal inspiration is an interloper in 

(Continued on page 81) 








THE TIMES News Report 


@ The Catholic Archbishop of Bogota, 
Colombia, has denied charges that the 
Catholic Church is responsible for 
anti-Protestant attacks there. He 
said that Protestants “have sometimes 
insulted the Catholic religion... 
and this has aroused popular indigna- 
tion." He said there have been priests 
"whose indignation has led them to act 
unwisely." (RNS) 





@ The Evangelical Theological Soci- 








ety met in its twelfth annual session 
at Gordon College, Mass., Dec. 27, 28. 
The Society, whose purpose istofoster 
conservative Biblical scholarship, 
‘has over 560 members and hopes to 
treble its membership by rallying 
scholars who will affirm the doctrinal 
basis: "The Bible alone, and the Bible 
in its entirety, is the Word of God 
written, and therefore inerrant in the 
autographs." Dr. R. Laird Harris of 
Covenant Seminary, St. Louis, was 
elected president to succeed Dr. Allan 
MacRae of Faith Seminary in Philadel- 
phia. (John Sanderson) 


@ CONYERS, GEORGIA.—The Methodist 
Church here has doubled its Sunday 
evening attendance by giving out green 
stamps as a premium for coming to 
church. (RNS) 


@ An eye-witness report from Orient 
Crusades says that the Chinese Com- 
munist government is waging a sys- 
tematic campaign to wipe out the last 





remnant of Christianity. Through 
brutality and brainwashing, Chris- 
tianity will soon be only a memory, 
boasts the government. 





@ WASHINGTON, D.C.—Church construc- 
tion topped $1 billion in 1960, re- 
ports the U. S. Census Bureau. This 
represents a doubling in the volume of 
church construction since 1954. (RNS) 





@ LONDON.—Tom Rees, leading British 
evangelist, has recently concluded a 
Gospel campaign in a large theater 
here. The number of unchurched peo- 
ple attending was unusuallyhigh. (A. 
Morgan Derham) 





@ WHEATON, ILLINOIS.-Youth For 
Christ has announced plans for its 
first world convention of teen-agers 
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to be held in Jordan in 1963. Billy 
Graham will address the conclave, at 
which 25,000 are expected. (RNS) 


@ RANGOON. —The Burma Parliament 
will consider in February a recom- 
mendation that Buddhism be made the 
state religion. Muslim, Protestant, 
and Catholic leaders have joined in 
expressing concern over the proposal. 
(RNS) 








@® LONDON.—The Archbishop of Canter- 





bury has called for a new definition 
of the words "Protestant" and "Cath- 
olic," saying that they are "out of 
date." He added that they are used 
almost purely for propaganda. (RNS) 


@® A recent report from Spain indi- 
cates that the Church there is growing 
in spite.of severe persecution. Con- 
gregations of up to 500 are reported. 
Pastors avoid all publicity if possi- 
ble, and an active lay witness is 
carried on. 





@ MOSCOW.—Pravda has warned the 
Soviet press to use more tact in 
spreading atheistic propaganda. Re- 
calling Khrushchev's comment that 
"Being atheists does not mean we have 
a right to insult the religious feel- 
ings of churchgoers," Pravda con- 
demned the uncouth way in which some 
papers have attacked religion. (RNS) 





@ AUSTIN, TEXAS.—The Education Com- 
missioner here has ruled that he has 
no authority to make nuns teaching 
in public schools refrain from wear- 
ing ecclesiastical garb. Protestant 
leaders have appealed the ruling to 








the Texas State Board of Education. 


(RNS ) 


@ United Bible Societies is spon- 
soring a completely new translation 
of the Bible into modern Spanish based 
upon a critical edition of the orig- 
inal text. A committee of 25 has been 
named to begin work. (A. Clifford) 











Flat Beek... 


Fishing for Men From a: Sick Bed. 
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Which Set of Figures? 


While the attention of the nation has been focused on 
politics, Algeria, Laos, and Cuba, a potential disaster has 
been advancing on us. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation reports an eleven 
per cent increase in serious crime during the first nine months 


of 1960 over the same period in 1959. Not only does the 


occurrence of crime continue to increase; more important 
is the fact that the rate of increase is climbing. Juvenile 
crime is not lagging behind the total national figures. 
Church groups, social work agencies, and youth workers 
have raised the hue and cry over the alarming deterioration 
of morality among the youth of America. Recently an 
ironic note was sounded in the general chorus of concern: 
optimism was expressed that, while juvenile crime continues 
to increase, the rate of that increase has slowed a bit. In 
other words, we are happy that, although the snowball is 
still rolling and collecting snow, it is not rolling quite so 
rapidly now. This is the most hopeful thing we can say. 

The International Journal of Religious Education for 
December 1960 reports that from 1926 to 1959, while the 
population of the United States increased by fifty-three 
per cent, church membership increased by 106 per cent. 
It would be patently absurd to find any cause-effect rela- 
tionship between these two sets of figures. We must ask, 
however, what this indicates. Surely the nation cannot 
be getting better and worse simultaneously. 





For one thing, it must be admitted, alas, that church 
membership figures are not nearly so meaningful as figures 
for crime. .The former represent all too often a mere for- 
mality, a tip of the hat, as it were, on the part of adjusted, 
Americans, in the direction of religion. No one contends 
that the number of church members corresponds with the 
number of committed Christians. The crime figures, how- 
ever, represent the hard facts of life. For every digit in the 
total serious crime figure, someone has committed a concrete 
act in defiance of the law. 

Further, it must be admitted that the voice of the church 
is no longer the commanding one in America. Humanism 
seems to be the working principle which this nation has 
accepted as the basis for common endeavor. The human 
desire for peace, liberty, and equality is the most that is 
asked. When Christian principles are introduced in civil 
affairs (e.g., the reality of sin, or moral responsibility before 
God), someone objects that this is un-American, in that 
it gives preference to only one segment of public opinion, 
and we are reduced once again to the only level possible in a 
secular society, that of humanism. When sin came in at 
the door under its new name of maladjustment, responsi- 
bility went out at the window. As long as our nation 
operates on this thesis, we will see our crime rate soar, and 
this will reflect our national character more accurately than 
church rolls. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 








AWAKENING IN THE ILAGA VALLEY .—I think it will be recognized by most earnest Christians in this land 
that we are seeing very few signs of real revival. Even in many of our evangelical churches, where there is no question 
about ministers being faithful in their preaching of the Word of God, there is, nevertheless, a strange mood of spiritual 
apathy and indifference to the state of the lost and a reluctance to engage in prayerful evangelism. But there are 
some great things happening in other parts of the world in the name of the Gospel. Thus for instance, in the 
Netherlands New Guinea, there seems to be a great movement of the Spirit of God, especially in the Ilaga Valley. 
A member of the Christian and Missionary Alliance in a recent letter, states that on one side of this valley alone, he 
saw meetings of as many as 1,200, so filling the church, that the service had to be held out-of-doors. As a result of 
this revival movement, something over 5,000 men and women have been baptized and have discarded their fetishes. 
We have some fetishes in our country, too, that need burning, but that will only happen when people are really born 


again. 


CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY ON TAIWAN.—Oneé of the best sources for authentic, up-to-date news on Christian 
activities in‘the Far East is material issued under the editorship of Dick Hillis from Manila. On the island of Formosa 
today there are 1,478 local churches and chapels administered by over 60 denominations. The largest of these is the 
Presbyterian Church, with English, Canadian, and American branches numbering 136,250 members and another 116,- 
$17 inquirers. Other institutions include nine theological seminaries, 14 hospitals and clinics, one university, three 
colleges, six high schools, and fifty kindergartens. There are at present 534 missionaries active in Taiwan who are 
affiliated with the Taiwan Missionary Fellowship. 

The same news release gives the astonishing news that seminaries to prepare Hindu holy men are under considera- 
tion in India! Recommendations before the Hindu Religious Endowments Commission include a suggestion to develop 
institutions patterned after the schools of divinity in western countries. Dr. Ayyar, Commission Chairman, pointed. out 
that future religious leaders should “tbe given a high general education and an intensive and comprehensive religious 
course, so that they might bring into existence a new generation of people to carry forward the original ideas and 
traditions of the temples.” 








January 28, 1961 (Lesson for February 12) 













NEO-EVANGELICALISM 


and its critics 


By JOHN W. SANDERSON, 


OME of the current critics of Fun- 
S damentalism have disowned the 

name, Fundamentalist, and wish 
to be called Evangelical. The label, 
Neo-Evangelicalism, is often applied to 
them and has all the advantages and 
disadvantages of a label. 

A label (1) identifies, and so serves a 
useful purpose; (2) simplifies, and so 
assists in classification and comparison, 
but often does harm to truth and peo- 
ple since it groups together those who 
wish to remain apart (The writer once 
heard Emil Brunner strenuously object 
to being called a “Barthian.” Even 
Barth is quoted as saying he was not a 
Barthian since the label no longer 
clearly stated what he believed); (3) 
bears emotional overtones such that a 
man often loses an audience’s confi- 
dence before-he has been given a fair 
hearing, or may gain an audience’s con- 
fidence when such confidence is unde- 
served or yet to be established. 


Vigorous Challenges 


As the distinctive views of Neo-Evan- 
gelicals became recognized, they were 
vigorously challenged. Dr. Edward J. 
Young, professor of Old Testament at 
Westminster Theological Seminary, in 
a series in The Presbyterian Guardian 
(May-July, 1959) entitled, “Where Are 
We Going?” writes, “It is when we 
come to the question of attitudes, that 
this writer believes the New Evangeli- 
calism to be weak. For one thing its 
leaders are outspoken opponents of the 
‘come-outer’ groups. . Those who 
left the organization known as the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. did so, not because they were 
separatists at heart but because they 
deeply believed in the unity of the 
true church and were concerned for 
the purity of its doctrine. 

“With this attitude toward the church 
the New Evangelicalism has little or no 
sympathy. Indeed, if we understand it 
aright, it seems little concerned as to how 
a man obeys his ordination vows... 

“Perhaps it is not incorrect to say 
that the New Evangelicalism would like 
to build up the church without any 
reference to the church. It stresses 
evangelism, and does not always show 
itself discriminate wth respect to those 
whom it invites to support it. It 
stresses scholarship and education. In 
fact, it stresses just about everything 
except the all-important doctrine of the 
church, and the need for vigorous con- 
tending for the Faith... . Is then the 
New Evangelicalism the answer to the 
present-day situation? For our part we 
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say no, and we say no emphatically. 
Here is a temporary phenomenon, and 
the sooner it passes, the better for the 
church. .. . There is much in Fundamen- 
talism that is admirable, and if we were 
compelled to choose between Funda- 
mentalism and New Evangelicalism, we 
should choose Fundamentalism without 
any hesitation.” 

The president of Dallas Seminary, 
Dr. John Walvoord, in an article in 
Eternity (June, 1957) calls attention to 
the fact that “the word fundamentalism 
carried with it a clear historic and 





In this article Mr. Sanderson views 

some of the dangers inherent in the 

renewed effort by Christians to make 

the Gospel relevant in a changing 
world. 











theological meaning, while the term 
evangelical lends itself to manipulation 
by the modern liberal confusing both 
laity and clergy.” 

Moreover, Professor Walvoord insists 
that “most of the accusations against 
fundamentalism ... are unfair and are 
deliberate attempts on the part of the 
liberals to misrepresent the real issues. 
Practically all the common criticisms 
of fundamentalism originated in the 
liberal camp. The present-day 
attitude of some evangelicals to con- 
done the practice and doctrine of lib- 
erals, and to condemn unsparingly the 
fundamentalists is hardly justified by 
the cold facts of the history of the 
church during the last fifty years.” 

‘Our attention should be called to Pro- 
fessor Walvoord’s words: “. . . funda- 
mentalism carried with it a clear 








The Name | Love 
By W. J. Maynard 


Y LORD and God at Thy blest 
name 
My soul in worship bows; 
Nor seeks another theme to give 
Expression to its vows. 


That name above all names I bless, 
Who came my soul to free, 

From fetters forged by sin and death, 
And woo it back to Thee. 


To Thee whose blood has purged my 
sin, 
And washed me white as snow, 
My will, my way, I yield anew; 
Thine only would I know. 


No. two in a series of four 


historic and theological meaning.” Nearly 
everyone would agree with this state- 
ment of fact. What many would deny 
is that the word has the same clear 
meaning today. Commenting on Pro- 
fessor Walvoord’s statement, a friend 
has written: “Why don’t I want to be 
called a fundamentalist? Because of 
the accretions today. I’d have been 
proud to be called a fundamentalist in 
Griffith Thomas’s, James Orr’s, and War- 
field’s day.” 

In their articles there is a wide area 
of agreement in both substance and 
attitude between Dallas’s president and 
Westminster’s professor of Old Testa- 
ment. We note that these opponents of 
Neo-Evangelicalism claim that the lat- 
ter has no clear ecclesiology in its out- 
ward aspects, misreads recent history, 
and in the dialogue with Liberals has 
adopted some of Liberalism’s arguments 
while at the same time being vague 
about the verities of the Gospel. 


Four Reasons for Rejection 

From still another viewpoint, Dr. 
William E. Ashbrook, past president of 
the Independent Fundamental Churches 
of America, calls Neo-Evangelicalism 
the New Neutralism, and presents four 
reasons for rejecting it: it is a move- 
ment (1) born of compromise; (2) nur- 
tured on pride of intellect; (3) growing 
on appeasement of evil; (4) doomed 
by the judgment of God’s Holy Word. 
In his documentation of these charges, 
Dr. Ashbrook cites the Christian Life 
article of April, 1956, “Is Liberal The- 
ology Changing?” which surveys works 
of “repentant liberals” and says they 
“are scattering like dust raised by a 
housewife’s broom to a dozen theo- 
logical positions—many of them not far 
from what evangelicals believe to be 
orthodox Christianity.” Ashbrook is ap- 
palled by Christian Life’s “holding up 
such men as Nels Ferré, Reinhold 
Niebuhr, and Harold Fey as examples 
of men who are ‘not far from what 
evangelicals believe to be orthodox 
Christianity’!” Writes Ashbrook, “Just 
how ridiculous can the exponents of 
the New Neutralism become in seeking 
to win converts to the new approach?” 

Moreover, Dr. Ashbrook raised objec- 
tion to the appearance of the names of 
Henry Pitney Van Dusen, John Suther- 
land Bonnell, and Ralph W. Sockman 
in the announcement of the personnel 
of the committee for the Billy Graham 
Crusade in New York. (Ashbrook 
wrote before the campaign in New 
York began.) 


(Continued on page 82) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











Se orhy 


BQaQ|aQBSsFaABZS 


fe 








‘ 





The world’s 3 billion humans can hear the 


Gospel in 
By H. E. 


UPPOSE the Church of true be- 

lievers decided to obey Christ and 
preach the Gospel to every creature in 
1961. What would be involved? 

Before we start, let us take another 
look at the command of Christ. In 
Mark 16:15 we are told to preach the 
Gospel at least once to every creature. 
In Matthew 28:19, 20 we are told to 
teach all nations and keep on teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever 
Christ commanded. One of the things 
Christ commanded is to preach the 
Gospel to others. We must activate 
the new disciples to help in telling their 
fellows the Good News. 

We must. 

It is true that the last part of Mark 
16 is omitted in some early manuscripts. 
It is also true that some “ultras” among 
Bible “scholars” tell us that Matthew is 
for the Jews in the Tribulation. But 
the vast majority of the Christian pub- 
lic simply ignores the personal implica- 
tion of Christ’s command. (For instance, 
the average annual giving of Canadian 
and U. S. Protestants to foreign mis- 
sions is $2.54 each.) That makes the 
burden greater for those who take it 
literally. 

Greater, but not impossible. 

How many “creatures” are there? 
About July, 1961, there will be three 
thousand million, 17 times as many as 
in all the United States. This assumes 
that the present rate of increase (1.6 per 
cent per year) will not change. To prove 
it, you simply take. the latest United 
Nations estimate and figure it out. 

To get a snapshot of this planet to- 
day we will divide these three billion 
“creatures” into three groups. 


one year! 


HARLOW 


1. Some live in missionary-sending 
countries. 

2. Others live in missionary-receiving 
countries. 

3. The rest live in closed countries. 
These neither send nor receive mis- 
sionaries. 

The- closed countries are Afghanistan, 
Vatican City, and the Communist-domi- 
nated lands. About 1,063 million people 
cannot be reached by ordinary mission- 
ary methods, except radio. 

Think a little about the opportu- 
nities we still have. In the Western 
world many countries have a large Prot- 
estant population; for instance: Great 
Britain, Northern Ireland, Scandinavia, 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, 
United States, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand. There are about 165 million 
Protestants in these lands. According 
to Missionary Research Library Bul- 
letin, November, 1960, there are 42,250 
Protestant missionaries in the world. 
Nearly two thirds of these are from 
the United States and Canada. The 
total has increased by 19 per cent in 
eight years. 

These 42,250 Missionaries are appar- 
ently expected to fulfill the great com- 
mission. 

They cannot do it. 

1. It must be done suddenly, say in 
a year’s time. You say, give them 
twenty years and they might do it. But 
nearly half of all the people in the 
world would be dead by then. And 
more still would arrive to take their 
places. 

2. There are too many people in- 
volved. 

Here are the facts. 
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In these missionary-receiving coun- 
tries there are 1,504 million people, in- 
cluding 31 million Protestants. These 
42,250 missionaries would have to reach 
on the average 35,000 each in one year.. 
It is impossible. 

But what about the 31 million Prot- 
estants already in these receiving coun- 
tries? We are told to keep on teaching 
them whatsoever Christ commanded. 
Including this: to preach the Gospel to 
every creature. 

Suppose the 31 million Protestants in 
mission fields were to try to reach the 
1,473 million non-Protestants. They 
would only have to preach or witness 
(without overlapping) to 48 each. 

That is possible. 

These national Protestants have more 
advantages than mere numbers. They 
know the language “like a native.” 
Their simple testimony means more 
than a foreigner’s. They belong. 

Furthermore, they are spread all over 
the world. Protestants. are known to 
live in 138 countries. Of course, not all 
these 31 million Protestants are true 
Christians. But a higher proportion are 
true believers than in the sending coun- 
tries. It costs to confess Christ on the 
mission field. Why profess the unreal 
and pay for it? Suppose only half of 
the Protestants are real believers. This 
would mean they must reach 96 each. 
Still possible in 1961. 

The big problem then, is to activate 
these disciples. Here is the challenge 
for missionaries: each missionary must 
inspire on the average 743 disciples to 
witness to others. 

It is not necessary to provide Bible 
school training for them all. A simple 
believer can give a testimony. The 
early disciples went forth preaching 
the Word conversationally (Acts 11: 
19). 

Would many be converted by this 
simple witness in 1961? Even if only 
a few were saved, Christ is honored by 
obedience. Imagine the feelings of a 
great king, if most of his subjects would 
not obey his most important command! 

Prayer for 1961: Lord, move on each 
true believer in the mission field to 
witness to 96 people in 1961. 


PLAINFIELD, N. J. 
we 


European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
(Continued on page 83) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
John 7 to 9; printed text, 9:24-38 





Lesson 7 
February 12 


Golden Text.—I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.—John 8:12 





31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any 
man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he 
heareth. 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 9:24 Then again called they the man that was blind, 
and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this 


man is a sinner. 


25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, 
I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 


now I see. 


26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how 


opened he thine eyes? 


27 He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did 
not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be 


his disciples? 


28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; 


but we are Moses’ disciples. 


29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fel- 


low, we know not from whence he is. 


30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is 
a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, 


and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 


32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man 


opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 
33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 


34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast alto- 


him out. 


Son of God? 


believe on him? 


gether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast 


35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he 
had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the 


36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might 


37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and 


it is he that talketh with thee. 


38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS significant that our Lord en- 
I countered the most severe hostility 

to His ministry in Jerusalem. “This 
Significance lay in the fact that Jeru- 
salem was the very heart of Judaism, 
and, as such, should have been. the 
first place where He was fully recog- 
nized and appreciated. The religious 
leaders, who gloried in their ortho- 
doxy, proved to be the most bitter 
enemies of the Lord Jesus. 

This enmity arose out of two evil 
attitudes—pride and jealousy. The new 
Prophet, by His incisive reproofs, had 
struck hard at their pride, often hu- 
miliating them before the common peo- 
ple. By His deeds, the genuineness of 
which they could not deny, He had 
gained the ear of the masses. Thus 
both their authority and their position 
were being threatened. 

In the seventh, eighth, and ninth 
chapters of John the breach widens 
between the Lord Jesus and these re- 
ligious officials. The common people 
take sides. Some regard Him as gen- 
uine; others as a deceiver. The bat- 
tle lines are drawn. The Lord directs 
His most solemn denunciations toward 
these false leaders, branding them as 
willful children of the Devil (see 8: 
44). The climax is reached when they 
attempt to execute Him without the 
formality of a trial (8:59). 

But the severity of this opposition 
does not hinder the outflow of the 
Saviour’s mercy to the poor and needy. 
Both “grace and truth came by Jesus 
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Christ” (1:17). Truth has challenged 
error, and now grace meets need. The 
eyes of the blind are opened, and the 
healed one becomes a rejoicing wor- 
shiper. 


Verse by Verse 


John 9:24—“Then again called they 
the man that was blind, and said unto 
him, Give God the praise: we know 
this man is a sinner.” The Pharisees 
have just held a private interview with 
the healed man’s parents, and have as- 
certained the facts concerning his back- 
ground. Putting God and “this man” 
in direct contrast, they urge the cured 
to give all the glory to the former, and 
to agree with their verdict that. Jesus 
is a deceiver. The “we” is emphatic. 
They had already reached their ver- 
dict (see v. 16). 

Verse 25.—“‘He answered .. . Whether 
he be a sinner or no, I know not:: one 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see.” By thus making his wit- 
ness simple and straightforward, the 
man really cuts the ground from un- 
der the critics. He does not attempt 
to counteract their arguments, but 
sticks to the facts. Of these he was 
absolutely certain. He has been blind 
all of his life; now he sees. 


Verse 26—“Then said they to him 
again, What did he to thee? how 
opened he thine eyes?” Note the 
“what” and the “how.” These ques- 
tions were insincere, for they had al- 
ready received the answers (see v. 11). 


Verse 27.—“He answered them, I have 
told you already ... will ye also be his 
disciples?” It is clear that the man 
has become a bit weary of his cross- 


examination, and he feels that his ex- 
aminers are trifling. What severe irony 
is evident in his question! 

Verse 28—“Then they reviled him, 
and said, Thou art his disciple; but: we 
are Moses’ disciples.” This angry out- 
burst from the Pharisees. comes like 
an explosion. “Thou” is in contrast 
with “we”; “his disciples” with “Moses’ 
disciples.” The difference is meant to 
be severe. 


Verse 29.—“We know that God spake 
unto Moses: as for this fellow, we 
know not from whence he is.” This 
retort is a combination of professed 
orthodoxy and contempt. They had 
missed the significance of the Lord’s 
former remark that had they really 
believed Moses they would have be- 
lieved Him (see John 5: 46, 47). 

Verse 30.—“The man answered... 
Why herein is a marvellous thing, that 
ye know not from whence he is, and 
yet he hath opened mine eyes.” The 
force of this rejoinder lies in the clear 
implication that these men _ should 
know, for they claimed special knowl- 
edge on all questions in the area of 
religion. The fact that they knew noth- 
ing about this extraordinary miracle 
worker makes their pretentious claims 
ridiculous. 

Verse 31—‘Now we know that God 
heareth not sinners: but if any man be 
a worshipper of God, and doeth his 
will, him he heareth.” The former 
blind man’s logic is based upon a truth 
that the Pharisees fully accepted: that 
God does not honor the prayers of the 


disobedient, but rather those of His 


own. Now, inasmuch as God had heard 
Jesus, as seen in the performance of 
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this great miracle, He could not be a 
sinner. Therefore, He was of God. 


Verse 32.—“Since the world began 
was it not heard that any man opened 
the eyes of one that was born blind.” 
This statement is perfectly true. It 
makes the wonder, therefore, most con- 
spicuous. 

Verse 33—“If this man were not of 
God, he could do nothing.” The Phari- 
sees had already pronouriced that Jesus 
was not of God (v. 16). But this is ably 
answered by pointing to the mighty 
deed. This undeniable miracle was 
their crushing answer! 

Verse 34—“They answered ... Thou 
wast altogether born in sins, and dost 
thou teach us? And they cast him out.” 
Not able to meet the irresistible logic 
of the man, the religionists let go with 
a burst of anger. They reproach him 
as being utterly vile, and brand as im- 
pertinence his attempt to teach them, 
the authorized instructors of religion. 
By casting him out they carry out the 
previously decided penalty (see v. 22). 

Verse 35.—“Jesus heard ... and when 
he had found him, he said unto him, 
Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
Rejected by the hierarchy, the outcast 
now enters into a new and joyous fel- 
lowship. The Lord, too, is rejected. 
But in thic outside place there is a 
precious communion, and further rev- 
elations. 

Verse 36.—“He answered and said, 
Who is he, Lord, that I might believe 
on him?” He is eager to learn more, 
and has full confidence in his guide. 
He is anxious for all the light he can 
get. 


Verse 37.—“And Jesus said unto him, 
Thou hast both seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee.” The Lord here 
tefers to the witness of both the man’s 
eyes and ears. His ability to see was 
the immediate evidence of Jesus’ being 
the Messiah and the Son of God. His 
claim is simple, direct, and unequivo- 
cal. 

Verse 38.—“‘And he said, Lord, I be- 
lieve. And he worshipped him.” This 
is the glorious climax. The man has 
followed the light and has reached the 
Source! He is both a believer and a 
worshiper. His is now the blessing of 
true sight—not physical only, but spir- 
itual. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


What natural light is to natural dark- 
hess, the Lord Jesus Christ is in the 
TfealfM of the moral and the spiritual. 
The function of light is both to expose 
and attract. 

In the eighth chapter of John, Christ 
had not only declared Himself as the 
world’s light but had demonstrated this 
by exposing the hollow pretensions of 
the religionists who opposed Him, and 
attracting the guilty by His forgiving 
grace. In the following chapter the 
healing of the blind man was the text 
for His sermon, and while it begins 
with the restoration of a man that was 
physically sightless, it ends with a na- 
tion that was spiritually sightless. To 
those who were consciously blind, and 


donuary 28, 1961 (Lesson for February 


a 






12) 


Last Week’s Lesson 
6. February 5.—The True Bread. ........ John 6 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 19.—The Lord of Life 
and Death. John 10; 11 








who turned in their helplessness to 
Him, the Lord gave the gift of sight 
Exactly. the same is true in the area of 
the spiritual. But pride, self-righteous- 
ness, and unbelief are equivalent to 
pulling down the shades on the soul: 
illumination is impossible. 

Such an attitude denies the fact of 
blindness. In fact, it loudly professes 
sight. But by so doing it makes im- 
possible the entrance of the light of 
God and the forgiveness of sin. 

The glorious light of the Gospel radi- 
ates from the risen Christ by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. It dispels the 
darkness within, and translates us out 
of the darkness around (Col. 1:13; 1 
Pet. 2:9). It makes the believer “light 
in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8). But we must 
remember that the condition upon 
which this blessing is received ‘is our 
acknowledgment. of our blindness and 
our utter inability of self-help. Only 
Christ can open our eyes. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Christ the despised (John 7:1-9; 8: 
13-59) 

2. Christ the divider: (7:10-53; 9: 8-41) 

3. Christ the deliverer (8:1-12; 9:1-7) 


Topics for Development 


Two Kinds of Blindness and Two 
Kinds of Sight. Following the healing 
of the blind man, and the revelation to 
him of the Son of God, our Lord made 
a strange remark. At least, it appears 
strange at first. “For judgment am I 
come into this world,” He said, “that 
they which see not might see; and that 
they which see might be made blind.” 

What did He mean? Well, this is ex- 
actly what the religionists wanted to 
know. Could He possibly be referring 
to them? 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
IVE one reason why the Pharisees 
hated the Lord Jesus. 
2. Whose will was Jesus obeying? 
3. Whose children were the Phari- 
sees? 


4. What penalty did the Pharisees 
impose on any who confessed that Jesus 
was the Christ? 


5. Why did the Lord Jesus Christ 
say that the man had been born blind? 


6. What was the opinion of the 
former blind man of the Lord? 


7. What one thing did he know? 

8. What did the Pharisees do finally 
to the healed man? 

9. What further revelation did Jesus 
give the blind man? 

10. What effect had this further rev- 
elation on him? 


(Answers on page 81) 





The. Lord’s answer makes it clear 
that there is a definite relationship be- 
tween sight and faith, as well as be- 
tween blindness and sin. Physical 
blindness releases a man from certain 
related responsibilities. No one expects 
him to. discern between colors, for ex- 
ample. On the other hand, those in 
possession of sight are responsible to 
use their sight accordingly, and very 
much more is expected of them. 

The Pharisees claimed to have spir- 
itual sight. They boasted of their dis- 
cernment. Theirs was extraordinary 
religious intelligence! But in all this 
they were rejecting the Holy One of 
God and branding Him as a demoniac— 
as a veritable emissary of hell itself! 
(See John 8:48, 59.) Their religious 
boastings were actually an expression 
of their self-importance, self-confidence, 
and __self-righteousness. Thus their 
pride was hiding behind a facade of 
religion. Boasting of their sight, they 
were actually blind—and not so from 
lack of light, but rather by the very 
light itself that they were refusing! 

On the other hand, the poor fellow 
whom they had just cast out of their 
fellowship had been both physically 
and spiritually blind, and he was ready 
to confess both plights. He had no 
self-confidence, and welcomed the full 
truth as soon as he heard it. From 
Jesus he received both physical and 
spiritual sight. The story reveals that 
it was he, and not the religious experts, 
who really saw. 

The spiritual blindness caused by 
lack of light, as in heathenism, is sad, 
but much more tragic is the blindness 
that is caused by exposure to the light 
and then repudiation of it. “Light ac- 
cepted bringeth light; light rejected 
bringeth night. Who will give me 
power to choose, if the love of light I 
lose?” 


Practical Applications 


Spiritual knowledge, like all other 
knowledge, is acquired progressively. 
None of us apprehends all the truth 
at once. 

This is illustrated in the progress of 
understanding as seen in the healed 
blind man. Shortly after the miracle, 
when queried by his neighbors, he re- 
ported that a man called Jesus had 
opened his eyes (v.11). It would seem 
that this was all he knew concerning 
his benefactor. 

A little later, however, when he was 
arraigned for questioning before the 
Pharisees, he gave his bold opinion that 
this Jesus was a prophet (v. 17). This 
was indeed quite an advance on his 
earlier comment, and it was, of course, 
perfectly true. Furthermore, it cer- 
tainly did not help to popularize him 
with his inquisitors! They were far 
from willing to concede any such thing. 

Finally, however, upon being excom- 
municated, he was found by the Lord, 
who revealed to him that He was even 
the Son of God. To this revelation the 
man’s faith responded immediately, and 
he prostrated himself in worship (vv. 
35-38). “A man that is called Jesus” 
is later confessed as “a prophet,” and 
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finally worshiped as the “Son of God.” 
- When we first came to Christ we 
knew Him only as Saviour. But per- 
haps later we yielded to Him as Lord. 
Then we became aware that He is also 
great High Priest and intercessor at 
God’s right hand, as well as Bridegroom 
who will soon return for us. And as 
we continue to learn more of this glori- 
ous person, our wonder and worship 
increase. This is what Peter meant 
when he urged us to “grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 


Golden Text 


John 8:12—“Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” This is another of our 
Lord’s great “I am’s” as related by 
John. It is an amazing declaration of 
who He is and what He gives. Just as 
the sun is the source of all physical 
light, so Christ is of all spiritual light. 
And he who follows Him will enjoy a 
path of illumination regardless of where 
that path may lead. 


West Patm BEAcH, FLA. 











From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 


“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“The Light of the World Is Jesus” 
“Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Mer- 
ciful Father, for all Thy loving-kind- 
ness toward us we are thankful, amazed 
at the marvel of Thy patient love that 
bears with us so long and so gently. 
Forgive us where we sin and grieve 
Thy Holy Spirit. Help us to be faithful 
followers of our Saviour, the light 
of the world. By His presence and 
power may all dark and evil things 
be dispersed from our lives and may 
His light shine from us to the blessing 
of many. Let our study of this lesson 
establish us more firmly in following 
Christ. Use Thy Word all over the 
world today to draw many from sin 
to Christ, from darkness to light. 
Where lives are darkened by sickness, 
sorrow or sin, there let the light of the 
Gospel shine for their help and de- 
liverance. Be light and wisdom, O God, 
to the leaders of the nations today, and 
in every land cause the Gospel to make 
increasing progress that holiness and 
righteousness may displace wrong and 
wickedness everywhere. We ask all in 
Christ’s worthy name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In today’s Golden 
Text our Lord declares something and 
then promises something. He declares 
Himself to be the light of the world 
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and promises the light of life to such 
as follow Him. This world is dark with 
sin, superstition, ignorance, cruelty, and 
suffering. But Christ has come to give 
men light—the light of God’s pardon, 
His truth, and His blessing of lives 
made rich in good works. But to have 
the light Christ came to give, we must 
follow Him. “He that followeth me,” 
said Christ, “shall not walk in dark- 
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ness, but shall have the light of life.” 
For a bright and shining life of good- 
ness, truth, and love, we must follow 
Christ in His example and in His teach- 
ings. 

Following Him is believing on Him. 
Suppose you were in a strange city 
and asked someone how to get to a 
certain address. Suppose he said, 
“That’s just where I’m going. Follow 
me and you'll get there.” Would you 
follow? You wouldn’t if you doubted 
the man’s word or suspected he was up 
to some wickedness. But if you be- 
lieved Him trustworthy, you would fol- 
low him. That Jesus Christ can be 
trusted is certain. His love for us is 
seen in His dying to save us, and mil- 
lions of believers have proved that it 
is safe and good to follow Christ. 
Therefore, all who want Christ’s’ light 
instead of the darkness of sin can have 
that light by following Him. Trust 
and obey Him and you will not walk 
in darkness but will have the light of 
life. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . we know that this man is a 
sinner” (John 9:24).—What a glaring 
falsehood for the rulers of Israel to 
utter! They deliberately transgressed 
the commandment: “Thou shalt not bear 
false witness.” 

They used the epithet “sinner” in 
its worst sense: “a wicked person” 
(Amplified N. T.). The holy, spotless, 
unblemished Lamb of God, called “a 
wicked person,” by Israel’s religious 
leaders! 

They used the same, solemn formula 
as Joshua addressed to Achan, (Josh. 
7:19), “Give God the praise [or the 
glory].” In Achan’s case, it was fol- 
lowed by a full confession of sin. Evi- 
dently, the false accusers of our Lord 
fully expected the man who had re- 
ceived his sight to agree with them. 
To his credit, be it said, he definitely 
refused to be intimidated. 

“.. one thing I know, that whereas 


I was blind, now I see” (John 9:25). — 
The leaders told a falsehood when they 
said, “We know that this man is a 
sinner”; but this man spoke the truth 


when he said, “I know.” There were 
points which he did not know; but the 
one essential thing, he positively knew, 

Newborn babes in Christ do well 
when they simply state what they do 
know. Isn’t it R. G. LeTourneau who 
occasionally says: “I do not know hom- 
iletics; but I do know I am a sinner 
saved by grace”? - 

Dr. A. W. Pink says: “The force of 
the man’s utterance seems to be this, 
‘I do not believe that He is a sinner; 
I will not charge Him with being one. 
I refuse to unite with you in saying 
that He is.’” 

A young Christian may not be able 
to say much on such subjects as proph- 
ecy, election, and predestination, but 
he should be able to say, “I know 
whom I have believed.” 


“What did he to thee?” (John 9:26.) 
—They answer their own question, for 
in the latter part of their next question 
they admit that the Lord had opened 
the man’s eyes. 

The Pharisees had asked the man 
this question before, and he had an- 
swered it in detail. He evidently 
sensed that they were hoping that he 
would say something differently this 
time, which they could use to discredit 
his testimony to Christ. 

Hence he said: “I have told you al- 
ready, and ye did not hear: wherefore 
would ye hear it again? will ye also 
be his disciples?” 

He was not ashamed to admit that 
he was a disciple of the One who had 
opened his eyes. 

A Christian worker. in an English 
seaport was speaking to a group of 
servicemen. He asked them if they 
were ashamed of their uniform. The 
answer was an emphatic “No!” The 
same unanimous chorus issued forth 
when he asked if they were ashamed 
of their country or sovereign. Then 
he asked: “Are you ashamed of the 
Lord Jesus?” A dead silence followed, 
and then only one voice said: “No 
sir, for He is my Saviour.” 

“Then they reviled him .. .” (John 
9:28).—There is more in that word “re- 
viled” than at first appears. Here is 
the Amplified Version of the text: “And 
they stormed at him—they jeered, they 
sneered, they reviled him—and re- 
torted, You are His disciple yourself, 
but we are the disciples of Moses.” 

Moses was the meekest man of his 
day. ‘These professed disciples of his 
were not manifesting the least bit of 
meekness, humility, or patience. 

The Lord Jesus knew that the Phar- 
isees boasted in Moses, and He re 
vealed to them that it was a false 
boast. He said: “Had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me: 
for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe 
my words?” (John 5: 45-47.) 

“ .. as for this fellow, we know not 
from whence he is” (John 9:29).—How 
quickly and easily these Pharisees con- 
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tradicted themselves! They said: “We 
know this man whence he is” (7: 
27). And the Lord confirmed the fact 
that they did know. He said: “Ye 
both know me, and ye know whence 
Iam” (7:28). : 

“As flowers always wear their own 
colors and give forth their own fra- 
grance every day alike, so should Chris- 
tians maintain their character at all 
times and under all circumstances” 
(Beecher). 


“.. and they cast him out” (John 
9:34). —The proof that this new dis- 
ciple gave that Jesus was “of God” 
was too much for the rulers, so they 
excommunicated him. They cast him 
out, unintentionally, into the everlast- 
ing arms of his Benefactor. And the 
man received a revelation of Jesus as 
the Son of God, acknowledged Him as 
“Lord,” and worshiped Him! 


“I am the light of the world .. .” 
(John 8:12)—He opened the physical 
eyes of the man born blind and also 
opened the eyes of his understanding 
and gave him spiritual light. He de- 
lights in opening spiritually blind eyes 
today (Acts 26:18). 

Happy the person who can say, “I 
was blind, but now I see!” 


W-s-vona, CALIF. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OTE to Teachers: A Buzz Session 
is one in which the class is divided 
into two or more groups to discuss some 


part of the lesson. It usually lasts 
from three to five minutes. Then the 
class reassembles, and a member of 
each team gives the conclusions that 
his team decided on. 

This morning we will begin by read- 
ing John 8:1-12. Then we will have a 
short Buzz Session, in which the fol- 
lowing questions can be discussed: (1) 
If Jesus had told the Pharisees to stone 
the immoral woman, what would they 
have said about Him? (2) If Jesus 
had said, “Do not stone her,” what 
would they have said? (3) What did 
He say to her accusers? (4) What did 
He say to the woman? The Lord dis- 
played divine wisdom in the answers 
He gave people who tried at different 
times to make Him say something that 
would get Him into trouble. 

Read verse 12 again. So far in John, 
we have seen Christ pictured as the 
Living Water and the Bread of Life. 
What is He called here? (The Light 
of the World.) Right. Bearing this in 
mind, let us memorize John 1:9. 

In today’s lesson, Jesus proved that 
He was the Light of the World, by 
bringing both physical and spiritual 
light to a blind man. 
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Let us read John 9:1-7. Here we 
have the story of how He gave this 
man eyesight. Read verses 8-12. Here 
the man who had been born blind tells 
his neighbors that a man called Jesus 
had opened his eyes. Now read verses 
13-17. When the Pharisees were argu- 
ing whether or not Jesus was a good 
man, what did the healed man say of 
Him? (He is a prophet.) 

Read verses 19-23. How sad verse 
22 is! Jesus was the Messiah for whom 
Israel had long waited. But when the 
Lord Jesus came, the rulers agreed to- 
gether that if anyone said that He was 
the Messiah, he would be put out of 
the synagogue! That fear kept this 
man’s parents from speaking up as they 
should have for the One who had healed 
their son. 

Read verses 24, 25. The healed man 
was not cowardly like his parents. He 
had already told the Pharisees that he 
believed that Jesus was a_ prophet. 
Now he says, “One thing I know, .that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see.” Read 
on down to verse 33. The man does 
his best to stand up for Jesus, though 
he knows that the Pharisees will cast 
him out for it. They did. 

Read verses 34-38. When Jesus heard 
that they had cast him out, He sought 
and found him. What question did 
Jesus ask him? What answer did the 
man give? When Jesus told him 
plainly that He was the Son of God, 
how did the man confess his faith? 
(He said, “Lord I believe!” and wor- 
shiped the Saviour.) He had received 
from Him the great blessing of sight, 
and now the greater blessing of eternal 
life. 

Some years ago a Gospel preacher 
conducted an open-air meeting. A 
crowd listened to him; but when he 
had finished, an infidel called out, “I 
don’t believe there is a God. I don’t 
believe there is a Heaven or hell. I 
don’t believe a word of what this man 
says.” 

Another man in the crowd stepped 
forward and said, “People say there is 
a river near here. I don’t believe it. 
They tell me grass and trees are grow- 
ing nearby. I don’t believe it. They 
say there is a crowd here. I don’t be- 
lieve it. I suppose you wonder what 
is the matter with me that makes me 
talk this way. I'll tell you. I am 
blind. I was born blind. When I talk 
so foolishly I am only advertising my 
own blindness.” Then he turned to- 
ward the infidel and said, “The more 
you talk the more you expose your 
ignorance, because you are spiritually 
blind, so you cannot see and do not be- 
lieve.” 

All of us were born spiritually blind 
because we were born into Adam’s sin- 
ful race, which is out of touch with 
God. But when we come to Christ, His 
light shines into our dark hearts, and 
we know that His word is true. Then 
we can say with the man who was born 
blind, “One thing I know, that, whereas 
I was blind, now I see.” Won't you 
say this morning, “Lord, I believe,” and 
then worship Him with us? 
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Here are some questions for you to 
answer as you read John 10 this week: 
(1) How can sheep tell whether they 
are following their owner or some other 
man? (2) What did Jesus mean when 
He said, “I am the door”? (3) Why 
did Jesus say, “I am the good Shep- 
herd”? (4) What verses in this chap- 
ter prove that Jesus gave His life for 
us willingly? (5) What, in verses 28, 
29 shows that Christ’s sheep are safe? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


A Man Born Blind 

(John 9:1-7, 13, 16, 34-38) 

OR the offering suggested last Sun- 

day place a heart-shaped box in 

front of the picture of the emaciated 

child. As each pupil arrives, let him 

make his individual offering to the 

Lord. Encourage him to make his own 

short prayer of consecration, or the 

teacher may pray for the Lord to bless 
and use it. 

Have you ever seen a blind man 
with a seeing-eye dog? Recently I 
heard a young, blind minister from a 
neighboring town tell the story of his 
life. He lost his eyes in a sliding ac- 
cident when he was thirteen. After 
his other injuries were healed and he 
was home, can you imagine how hope- 
less and useless he felt? Could he 
work on the farm? Could he go back 
to school? Could he read? Could he 
make things? Could he play with the 
other boys? What was the use of liv- 
ing? Everything seemed the darkest 
dark! Even after he went to a special 
school for the blind, he still felt dis- 
couraged and hopeless. Then he let 
Christ come in! Outside everything was 
still dark, but inside there was light— 
and hope and love! With Christ lead- 
ing by His inside light and a well- 
trained dog to help in the darkness 
outside, that useless blind boy, after 
years of study, is now a minister of a 
church. Not only that, but he has light 
and to spare! He was the one chosen 
among thirty-five pastors to train the 
personal workers in an _ evangelistic 
campaign. People with eyes have been 
stirred to greater devotion to Christ by 
the example and words of this young 
man who by Christ’s inside light has 
been able to do so much. 

Have you ever sat in darkness when 
the electricity went off? There wasn’t 
much you could do till someone got a 
light. The sun, the moon, electric lights, 
and candles are all lights in the outside 
world. Just as we could not get along 
without bread and water, we could not 
get along without light. Nothing would 
grow; no food. We could not do any- 
thing or go anywhere. We would lose 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
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our health and minds. So important 
is light that the Lord said, “I am the 
light of the -world.” Find the rest of 
the verse in John 8:12 (Golden Text). 

In Bible times a blind man could 
only sit and beg for money. As the 
Lord went by a man who had been 
born blind, His disciples asked a ques- 
tion (John 9:2). What was His an- 
swer? (vv. 3-5.) Then He did what 
eye doctors of the time used to do (v. 
6). When the blind man washed the 
clay off, he could see all the beautiful 
things in the outside world! He could 
walk and not tumble over things or 
bump into people. He would be able 
to work. Light was so very, very 
wonderful! 

Some other people with eyes did not 
think the cure was wonderful. Their 
hearts were dark and sinful; they hated 
the Lord Jesus. They did not like Him 
to cure on the Sabbath Day. 

The Lord Jesus found the man again 
and told him something (read vv. 35- 
38). That man’s heart could see the 
Lord Jesus now, as well as his eyes! 
The Pharisees still had blind -hearts; 
they could not see who the Lord Jesus 
was. Are your eyes good enough to 
read three chapters of John this week? 
In those three chapters the Lord tried 
to get the people to see who He was. 
But they would not believe it. Have 
your heart’s eyes seen Him? Have you 
let Him in to bring light and life to 
you? Remember John 20:31? 

If you see who the Lord Jesus is, can 
you help someone else to see Him, too, 
and keep the Lord’s light spreading 
on? (Use an object lesson of a large 
lighted candle to represent the Lord, 
and smaller candles near it to repre- 
sent the pupils; the smaller candles are 
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lighted when they come in contact with 
the big candle. Farther away, place 
other small unlighted candles to repre- 
sent others who must be told and 
brought to the Lord to be lighted.) 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
oe Ene had upon request from 
e B= A Fn ae Times, 


st of ae nt... for aS year 1961 
miy vy had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Closer to the Light.—I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life (John 8:12, Golden 
Text). One rainy night after a prayer 
service in a mountain mission church, 
part of the congregation was wending 
its way home over a narrow trail made 
dangerous by the recent downpour. 
One man carried a lantern, and advised 
the others to “watch the light” so that 
the dangerous places might be avoided. 
Another in the group neglected to heed 
the warning and stepped suddenly into 
a deep rivulet which had been cut 
across the trail. Struggling out of the 
mud and water into which he had 
fallen, he heard the man who carried 
the lantern utter an unforgettable sen- 
tence: “Maybe you had better walk 
closer to the light."—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by B. M: Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


“Be Thou Healed.”—Now I see (John 
9:25). 


How penton must the world have seemed 
~~ whose sight the Lord restored! 
at 
To look, and look, and look again 
At tree and flower and fleld and sky, 
And best of all at some loved face, 
When eyes long blind could see! 
How deep our joy when by His 
Our inner vision been waked 
What ecstasy 


When love divine our spirit finds, 
When in our souls the ‘Light hath shined 
With quickening ray, and that light 
Our Saviour’s face we see! 
—From Lena B. Ellingwood, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Teamwork.How opened he _ thine 
eyes? (John 9:26.) A great professor 
said at the opening of a new operating 
amphitheater: “Every patient entering 
here should bring in the faith and 
hope that the God of grace and com- 
passion can and will heal him. And 
if the operator should have the joy of 
receiving thanks of a recovered patient, 
he can use the words of the famous 
Huguenot physician addressed to a 
king, “I have treated thee. God has 
cured thee.”—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Headlight or Sunlight?—Thou art his 
disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples 


(John 9:28). A chicken farmer had a 
severe problem with one of his roosters, 
Every morning at exactly two o’clock he 
would begin to crow with all his might, 
disturbing not only the chickens but 
the whole neighborhood as well. No 
one was able to figure out why the 
rooster would crow in the middle of 
the night instead of at sunrise. But 
finally the mystery was solved. There 
was a train that went by at two o’clock 
in the morning and its big headlight 
shone right into the chicken house. The 
poor rooster mistook the headlight for 
the sunlight. He was not a very dis- 
criminating rooster. There are 
many people who make the same sort 
of mistake in religion. They are pretty 
well mixed up. They don’t know the 
difference between “headlight” and 
“sunlight” any more. .. . I have always 
wondered what the rooster did when 
he saw the sun coming up. It must 
have been terribly confusing. And it 
must have been a great relief when he 
finally ‘discovered the difference be- 
tween those two lights. The same 
thing is true with people who are con- 
fused about religion. You do them a 
real favor when you tell them plainly 
that the Way of Christ is the right 
Way, and the only Way.—From a Back- 
to-God Hour sermon by the Rev. Peter 
Eldersveld. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


The Scientific Method—Why herein 
is a marvelous thing, that ye know not 
from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine eyes (John 9:30). On one 
occasion, after discussing the third 
chapter of Acts, the miracle of the 
healing of the lame man, Prof. XXX 
of a well-known university, said to his 
class, “We have now seen how this 
account probably appealed to Theoph- 
ilus, a Christian of the first century. 
It doubtless strengthened his faith. It 
is convincingly told. Luke was a rather 
good historian, and he certainly be- 
lieved that he was telling the truth. 
In fact the evidence for this miracle 
is rather good. But it will hardly be 
worth while for us to discuss the way 
in which this account appeals to us. 
With our scientific world-view, we know 
that such things don’t happen.” At 
this point I asked whether the scientific 
world view is necessarily atheistic. 
“Certainly not,” he said. “The pagans 
of the second century called ‘he Chris- 
tians atheists because they did not wor- 
ship images. We are not atheists sim- 
ply because we do not worship God as 
Christians of the first century did.” I 
then said, “I want to register a respect- 
ful protest against your use of the term 
‘scientific world view’ to exclude the 
possibility of supernatural acts of God.” 
The professor replied, “I merely take 
the attitude of an experimental sci- 
entist, an empirical historian, examining 
the evidence.” This was a strange reply 
for one who had just said, “The evi- 
dence for this miracle is rather good. 
Luke was a good historian, and he 
certainly thought he was telling the 
truth."—From James Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., in The Bible Today. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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Eternal Suffering, Internal Peace.— 
And they cast him out (John 9:34). 
When Ling-Ching-Ting, the opium 
smoker, was converted, he went to his 
own people and told them the story 
of his great salvation. He was pelted 
with clods and stones, beaten and 
bruised, driven from place to place, 
but his witness could not be stopped. 
At last his persecutors brought him 
before a cruel magistrate at Hok-chiang, 
and false witnesses preferred against 
him the vilest charges. The corrupt 
judge sentenced him to receive two 
thousand stripes. On his bare back 
the merciless bamboo was laid, until 
the flesh lay in strips. He was borne 
to the mission premises almost dead, 
and the doctor declared that such in- 
juries he had never seen inflicted by 
the bamboo. Dr. Baldwin sought to 
comfort the martyr of Christ, but be- 
fore he could find words with which 
to address him the suffering saint, so 
lately the chief of sinners, said with a 
smile, “Teacher, this poor body be in 
great pain, but my inside heart be in 
great peace.”—From “The New Acts of 
the Apostles,” by Pierson. Sent by J. 
W. Philp, Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Little Faith but Strong Plank.—And 
he said, Lord, I believe. And he wor- 
shipp.i him (John 9:38). A successor 
of George Miiller said a striking thing 
about “little faith” and “great faith.” 
In a recent letter from George Allan, 
founder and director of the Bolivian 
Indian Mission, he told of a visit that he 
and his late wife made to the Miiller 
Orphan Homes in Bristol. When Mrs. 
Allan, looking at the five large build- 
ings, said, “Dr. Burton, it must take a 
lot of faith to keep all this going,” 
Dr. Burton said, “Mrs. Allan, little faith 
in a strong plank will carry me over 
the stream; great faith in a rotten plank 
will land me in it."—From a prayer 
leaflet, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Me 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 77) 

1. They thought that He violated 
the Sabbath. 

2. His Father’s. 

3. The Devil’s (John 8: 44). 

4. Such would be put out of the 
Synagogue (9:22). 

5. “That the works of God should 
be made manifest in him” (9:3). 


6. “He is a prophet” (9:17). 


7. He knew that though once blind, 
he now saw. 


8. They cast him out. 

9. That He was the Son of God. 
10. It made him a worshiper. 
West Patm BEAcu, FLA. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


Who Wrote the Bible? 
(Continued from page 71) 


the ‘Interpreter’s House,’” have ever 
read this: 

Thus did Balaam speak by inspira- 
tion, as not being in his own power, 
but moved to say what he did by the 
divine Spirit. 

Then Josephus represents Balaam say- 
ing to Balak: 

O Balak, if thou rightly considerest 
this whole matter, canst thou suppose 
that it is in our power to be silent, 
or to say anything, when the Spirit of 
God seizes upon us?—for he puts such 
words as he pleases in our mouths, 
and such discourses as we are not our- 
selves conscious of. .. . For those that 
take upon them to foretell.the affairs 
of mankind, as from their own abil- 
ities, are entirely unable to do it, or 
to forbear to utter what God suggests 
to them, or to offer violence to his 
will; for when he prevents us and 
enters into us, nothing that we say is 
our own. (“Antiquities,” Book IV, ch. 
5). 

All that is true of the written Word 
of the prophets—nothing they wrote 
was their own; it was all given to them 
by God, and they were moved to write 
it “by the divine Spirit.” Gaussen says 
of the divine Word that “it is entirely 
dictated by the Holy Ghost... given by 
the breath of God” (p. 66). And that 
means God wrote it. 

In Mark 12:36 the Lord testifies that 
the writings of David are the work of 
the Holy Spirit, “For David himself 
said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said 
to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
And David himself, in the most explicit 
language, acknowledges that his words 
are the words of the Spirit of the Lord. 
“The anointed of the God of Jacob, and 
the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The 
Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and 
his word was in my tongue” (2 Sam. 
23:1, 2). 

Peter says of the prophets, that “the 
Spirit of Christ” was in them, testify- 
ing by their spoken and written words 
to the “sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow” (1 Pet. 1:11). 
And I believe that Peter had reference 
to their written words and that those 
words were indited by “the Spirit of 
Christ.” 

The words of Ephesians 6:17 testify 
further that the Spirit of God is the 
maker of the Word of God. “And 
{take] the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” Do you get the 
force of that? The “word of God” is 
called the “sword of the Spirit” because 
He made it, and because He uses it. 
And be sure that He uses it through 
you, for someone said, “The Spirit of 
God rides best to victory in His own 
Chariot!” 

All the writings of the New Testa- 
ment were indited by the Holy Spirit 
of God; they were all “put into writing” 
by His inspiration; they are all “God- 
breathed.” That is vouched for by the 
Scriptures that I shall cite. The Lord 
Jesus said in John 14:26: “But the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he 
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shall teach you all things and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you.” Notice that 
the Lord did not say, “All things, what- 
soever I did before you.” They were 
not likely to forget His wonderful deeds 
—turning water into wine; making five 
barley loaves and two small fish feed 
many more than five thousand; opening 
the eyes of a man born blind; healing 
lepers; raising the dead. Oh, no, they 
could never forget His works. So He 
promised that the Holy Spirit would 
remind them of His words; and it was 
that same Holy Spirit, with inexplicable 
power, who indited the writing of 
Christ’s words in the four Gospels. The 
words of John 14:26 satisfy me as to 
that. 

The Epistles of the New Testament 
are also and equally the writing of the 
Holy Spirit. Paul, who wrote more 
than half of the New Testament, said: 
“Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 
Cor. 2:12, 13). In the same Corinthian 
Letter he says, at the end of a long dis- 
course, “And I think also that I have 
the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 7:40). The 
word “think” is not a word of probabil- 
ity, but of settled assurance. As Fausset 
says, “ ‘Think’ does not imply doubt, but 
often well-grounded assurance.” 


In 1 Timothy 4:1 the same writer as- 
serts that the Spirit of God is the in- 
diter of the words he writes, “Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the 
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faith.” And when you come to read 
the last book of the Bible, the Book of 
Revelation, you again meet with the 
assertion, that the Spirit of God is the 
inditer, the one who put into writing 
the words of the book. Seven times 
this assertion is made: “He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 
17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22). 

If you ask me to tell you how the 
Spirit of God indited the writing of the 
Words of God by the prophets and the 
apostles, I’ll tell you that I do not know, 
nor does any man know. That modus 
operandi, [manner of working] is not 
revealed in the Bible. Gaussen in his 
masterly work describes it as “that in- 
explicable power which the divine 
Spirit put forth of old on the authors of 
holy Scriptures, in order to their guid- 
ance even in the employment of the 
words they used, and to preserve them 
alike from all error and from all omis- 
sion” (p. 34). The nearest statement 
on it in the Bible is in 1 Chronicles 28: 
11, 12, 19, “Then David gave to Solomon 
his son... the pattern of all that he 
had by the spirit . . . All this, saith 
David, the Lord made me understand 
in writing by his hand upon me, even 
all the works of this pattern.” That is 
just another way of saying that David 
himself sketched out the whole design 
under divine inspiration. —But I have 
a story to tell you that will give some 
light and aid on this matter, this modus 
operandi, [manner of working] by 
which the prophets and apostles wrote 
the divinely given words of the Bible. 

“The throne of Russia was once occu- 
pied by two boy princes. They sat side 
by side and gave their decisions on the 
gravest questions; and their judgments 
were so wise and just, that men mar- 
veled that princes so young and inex- 
perienced could know so much of state- 
craft, or speak with such discretion on 
questions so difficult. But the secret 
was that close behind the throne where 
they sat, hidden by a thin veil, was the 
Princess Sophia. She heard the cases 
that were brought to them, and she 
gave the decisions which they delivered. 
They waited until she had whispered 
to them the wise answer which they 
gave out” (J. R. Miller, DD. in 
“Glimpses Through Life’s Windows,” 
now out of print). 

So it was with the writers of the 
Bible: behind them was the divine 
Spirit of wisdom impelling them to 
write the divinely given words. 

(To be continued) 


ve 


Neo-Evangelicalism 
(Continued from page 74) 


He concludes: “The New Evangeli- 
calism has enlisted the names of many 
good and able men, that. we do not 
deny. But do not the facts to which 
we have called attention, coupled with 
the recent incidents cited, establish the 
premise that modern Evangelicalism is 
-in reality a New Neutralism leading 
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straight to deadly compromise and in- 
evitable judgment?” 


Expressing a similar fear for the 
future as Neo-Evangelicals pursue their 
foray into higher branches of learning, 
Joseph T. Bayly cautions Dr. Bernard 
Ramm on the implications for a new 
generation of what to Bayly was a 
mediating position. As noted in the 
last article, Dr. Ramm in “The Christian 
View of Science and Scripture” wrote 
that the flood was local but described 
by Genesis in universal terms. Com- 
ments Bayly (Eternity, Aug., 1955), 
“Further, if the lack of modern sci- 
entific corroboration of the universal 
[in terms of the destruction of man- 
kind] flood leads us to abandon the 
clear language of Scripture, how can 
we logically maintain our belief in the 
at least equally difficult and similarly 
uncorroborated story that a man who 
had been in a grave dead came forth 
alive? Dr. Ramm will no doubt maintain 
his own faith in Jesus Christ, in the in- 
spiration of the Word, in the Virgin 
Birth, and in other areas which shine 
from this book and his life. But the 
test of the biblical nature of the theory 
will come in the next generaton if 
this view sweeps the evangelical field” 
(italics ours). 


Others are not sure that Neo-Evan- 
gelicals always merit their reputation 
for, or maintain their ideal of, true 
scholarship. Dr. J. Oliver Buswell; Jr., 
dean of Covenant Theological Seminary 
commented on Dr. E. J. Carnell’s “Case 
for Orthodox Theology” in a review in 
the Bible Presbyterian Reporter (Dec., 
1959). He wrote: “This review has been 
prepared with a deep sense of disap- 
pointment and personal regret.” Dr. 
Carnell, in Dr. Buswell’s view, wrote 
with “blurred horizons” and “myopic 
perspective.” He criticizes Carnell for 
trying to find disagreement on verbal 
inspiration between James Orr and B. 
B. Warfield. 


Furthermore, Dr. Buswell chides Dr. 
Carnell for using material from the 
writings of Henry Preserved Smith to 
show “that inspiration at times ensures 
no more than an infallible account of 
error.” Smith cited eight parallel pas- 
sages from 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles 
in which there seem to be discrepancies 
in numerical statistics. Dr. Buswell 
quotes Dr. R. Laird Harris of Covenant’s 
faculty as saying, “. . . in every case 
but one there is a textual problem in 
regard to these numbers .. .” Says 
Harris, “He [Carnell] condemns War- 
field for not answering these charges of 
Smith, but Carnell does not study them 
out to answer them himself. And this 
is too bad, for they can be answered.” 


It should be kept in mind that a view 
held by one Neo-Evangelical cannot in 
good conscience be imputed to another 
without evidence. Similarly a criticism 
of one Neo-Evangelical need not be 
taken to apply to others. 

The Neo-Evangelical critic of Fun- 
damentalism is himself being criticized 
then on the following counts: (1) Neo- 
Evangelicals, so anxious to carry on 
conversations with Liberals, are in dan- 


ger of absorbing Liberalism’s attitudes, # 
at the cost of losing the sharp edge of 


Evangelicalism’s basic beliefs. (2) 
Even if these men, whose orthodoxy 
is undoubted, do not themselves suc- 
cumb to unbelief, they have set an 
example which their disciples will fol- 
low directly into rejection of the Scrip- 
ture. (3) In their desire to change the 
direction of Fundamentalism, the Neo- 
Evangelicals have not exhibited care in 
Scriptural exegesis and in handling his- 
torical data. The Fundamentalist 
counterattack seems to be saying that 
Neo-Evangelicals are in danger of com- 
mitting the sin Dr. Carnell imputes to 
Fundamentalism—“to appear better by 
making the others worse.” 

This debate should not be allowed to 
descend to the level of a striving about 
words. If anything, “Evangelical” is a 
more Biblical word than “Fundamen- 
talist” since the former is derived from 
the word we translate “Gospel.” But 
words take on new meanings and dif- 
ferent emotional colorings. The present 
discussion is not about words, but about 
what those words mean to us, and 
about how we react when we hear 
them used. 

In the former article we distinguished 
between the essence of Fundamentalism 
(which was to preserve the hard core 
of the faith) and certain nonessentials 
that served to limit Fundament.lism’s 
witness and sometimes to becloud it. 
It may be helpful to make a similar 
distinction in Neo-Evangelicalism’s case. 
What seems to motivate Neo-Evangeli- 
cals is the desire to communicate with 
the lost. To this desire a great many 
things are made subordinate. Thus if 
a strict doctrine of the purity of the 
Church inhibits the Gospel preacher, he 
ignores the doctrine completely, or 
turns his attention to those aspects only 
which do not interfere. Again, if the 
affirmation of a high view of inspiration 
is a bar to conversations with educated 
men, who call such a view obscurantist, 
the preacher adapts Scripture to their 
mood. This desire is assuredly Scrip- 
tural, but when it overrides other 
equally Biblical principles it ceases to 
be Scriptural. We should not do evil 
that good may come. 


(To be continued) 


immorality .. . 
(Continued from page 71) 


that he desperately needs a Saviour 
(Rom. 3:20). As the Law of God is 
taught and as it fulfills its function, it 
becomes our teacher or guide, leading 
us to the position where we acknowl- 
edge that we are sinners and need 
Christ (Gal. 3:24). 

We are in the midst of a fearful na- 
tional moral collapse. The crisis of this 
situation, however, is that this moral 
and ethical indifferentism, like a cancer, 
is destroying the spiritual life and 
health of Christians. The salt is losing 
its savor. Our light is becoming dark- 
ness like the darkness of the world. 
Many of our children and young people 
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have no fear of God because they have 
no personal consciousness of the exceed- 
ing -sinfulness of their sin. Let us go 
back to the Ten Commandments. Let 
this Law of God be taught once more in 
our Sunday schools. Our objective must 
be that this Law of God will be written 
on our hearts by the Holy Spirit. But, 
before this. can take place, it must be 
known and understood and accepted in 
our minds and wills. In this day of 
lawlessness let us return to the moral 
Law of God. 

+ 


European Tour 
(Continued from page 75) 


An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


b 
The Young People’s Meeting 
(Continued from page 70) 


slogan was characterized by a series of 


initials. One was R.H.I.P. (rank has 
its privileges), and the second was 
R.H.I.R. (rank has its responsibilities) . 


Most of the young men gladly wel- 
comed and quickly put into practice 
the first slogan. It was a great idea 
that one’s rank entitled him to do cer- 
tain things and have certain privi-eges 
that the rank and file of Sea Scouts did 
not enjoy. 
we 


The principle expressed by the sec- 
ond slogan, however, was not always 
so popular or welcome. The idea that 
one’s rank also demanded the discharge 
of certain responsibilities was rather 
inconvenient at times, especially when 
it involved the expenditure of extra 
time, or extra work, or extra care be- 
yond that which was required of the 
average Sea Scout. 

se 


Growing up confronts us with a sim- 
ilar situation. For example, it is a fine 
thing to be able to have the family car 
for our own use on occasion, but it is 
hot always so wonderful to have the 
Tesponsibility of keeping the car 
washed, buying our own gas, and using 
it sensibly and maturely and not in a 
scatterbrain, childish fashion. Likewise, 
earning and spending our own money 
is a real step toward growing up, but 
Spending it sensibly, taking care of our 
own expenses, and sharing in the ex- 
penses and obligations of the home and 
church, and the like, does not come so 
easily when we realize that such things 
are also a part of our new freedom. 


Me 


Just so, in the realm of our church 
and Sunday school and young people’s 
Society, and in our own Christian lives, 
there comes a time when we may 
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rightly expect that no one will be con- 
stantly reminding us to do this or that, 
and we shall be free to determine for 
our own selves our course of action. 
But with that freedom, if we are sin- 
cere Christians, must also come the re- 
sponsibility of finding out through 
prayer and the Scriptures and the coun- 
sel of trusted Christian friends, what is 
the best course to follow and pursuing 
that course persistently and consist- 
ently. 
b- 


If we are to be treated as grownups, 
let’s face it, no longer should we ex- 
pect to be shielded by our parents from 
trials and difficulties. We must accept 
them for ourselves and learn to meet 
them and overcome them in _ the 
strength that God supplies. No longer 
should we expect someone to excuse 
our mistakes or failures and compen- 
sate for them, as Mother and Father 
have often done. The time has come 
to face up to our shortcomings, to con- 
fess them to our Heavenly Father, and 
seek His help in learning how to correct 
them.. No longer should we drift along 
counting on someone else to stir us up 
to meet our responsibilities or to dis- 
charge them for us. 


we 


The Lord Jesus warned against start- 
ing out to be His disciples and then 
turning back (Luke 9:62). He urged 
those who would follow Him to count 


the cost and then to forsake all and 
follow Him, not halfheartedly or re- 
gretfully but completely (Luke 14:28- 
33). He Himself set us an example of 
steadfastness and perseverance by res- 
olutely setting His face to go to Jeru- 
salem, even though He knew it would 
mean suffering and death (Luke 9:51). 
He expects us, as grownups, to count 
the cost of following Him as His dis- 
ciples. in this day and age, and then to 
hold to the course that He has chosen 
for us in spite of misunderstanding, 
ridicule, personal discomfort, or loss. 
we 


In counseling Timothy and Titus, Paul 
urged them to let no man despise their 
youth (1 Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7-15). Many 
of us are quite ready to echo a hearty 
“Amen” to such an admonition, until we 
find that it is by being an example in 
words, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity, and by becoming a pat- 
tern of good works, gravity, and sin- 
cerity that we are to give no cause to 
others for criticism, or lack of confi- 
dence. The privilege of being con- 
sidered a mature Christian is to be 
earned by discharging the responsibility 
of a mature Christian. Let’s face it, 
and ask God so to work in our hearts 
and lives that our expression shall be 
in keeping with our profession, and our 
discharge of responsibility as a Chris- 
tian shall keep pace with the priv- 
ileges we enjoy through Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mon., Feb. 13. Luke 13:10-17. 
"Dr. Luke said the woman “had a 
spirit of infirmity” (v. 11), but Jesus 


said that Satan had bound her for 
eighteen years (v. 16). Who was right? 
Actually both were quite correct, for, 
if Satan binds a person with chains of 
guilt, rebellion, spite, fear, worry, or 
bad habit, all too often they become 
ill in body. Did you know that? The 
psalmist tells us that his obedience to 
God’s Word brought “light to his eyes”! 
This poor deformed woman would have 
little light in her eyes. She was so 
crippled that she could see neither 
Jesus nor other people; she could only 
see herself. But our Lord called her to 
Him, laid His hands upon her, healed 
her, and set her free. What a wonderful 
Sabbath Day she must have had! Free 
—for the first time in eighteen years! 


A Prayer: O Thou who art the light 
of the minds that know Thee, the life 
of the souls that love Thee: and the 
strength of the wills that serve Thee: 
help us so to know Thee that we may 
truly love Thee, so to love Thee that 
we may fully serve Thee, whom to 
serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Question: What can Christ set us free 
from today? 


Tues., Feb. 14. Luke 13:18-30. 


On at least two occasions, Jesus 
preached about the mustard seed and 
the yeast (or “leaven,” as it is called). 
Mustard seeds are very small, but they 
grow into large herbs. But here an 
abnormal growth produced a great tree 
in which birds roosted. What a picture 
of the outward growth of the Kingdom! 
It all began in a remote village in 
Palestine, but now it has spread all 
over the world. But if the mustard 
tree represents outward growth, the 
yeast in the dough shows the subtle 
working of evil doctrine corrupting the 
whole Kingdom. 


A Prayer: O God, our Heavenly 
Father, who didst reveal Thy love by 
sending Thine only-begotten Son into 
the world that all might live through 
Him: pour Thy Spirit upon Thy Church 
that it may fulfill His command to 
preach the Gospel to every creature. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Question: Do you think the door into 
the Kingdom will be opened again after 
it has once been shut? 


Wed., Feb. 15. Luke 13:31-35. 

Gipsy Smith, the evangelist, once 
tried to show a farmer that God loved 
him. The farmer was putting one of 
his hens on a special sitting of eggs, 
and the gipsy asked, “Could she manage 
one egg more?” The farmer agreed, so 
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the gipsy added an ordinary fertile egg. 
About a-~month later the gipsy called 
again. There were ten little chicks ex- 
actly alike, and-an eleventh, quite 
different from all the others. As they 
watched, the mother bird folded all her 
brood under her wings. “Look! She 
cares for the odd one just as much as 
for all the others, and God loves you 
just as much as He loves others.” God 
loved Jerusalem in spite of all its sin, 
its hypocrisy, and rebellion. He loves 
you, too! 


A Prayer: Help us so to put our trust 
in Thee that we may never stand in 
need of Thy rebuke. Through Jesus 
Christ. Amen), 


Question: Which verse makes you 
think some of the Pharisees cared for 
Jesus? 


Thurs., Feb. 16. Luke 14:1-6. 


The healing ‘of the man with dropsy 
was one of many miracles performed 
on the Sabbath. Jesus did interesting 
things on God’s day, and we should 
learn from Him. First, it was His habit 
to go to church—to worship, to pray, 
to learn, to teach, to praise and adore 
His Heavenly Father. Second, it was 
His custom to do good on God’s day. 
Merely to leave off His everyday duties 
and to idle His time away would not 
have satisfied our Saviour. He had to 
do positive good. Third, He was often 
a Sunday visitor in other people’s 
homes. Here He is being entertained 
by a Pharisee, certainly not one of 
His disciples. Quite easily and nat- 
urally, Jesus began to talk about the 


things of God. He really held the at- - 


tention of others present. I am sure 
you go to church on Sunday, but think 
a minute! What special good do you 
do on God’s day? 


A Prayer: O God, give Thy people 
grace to use aright Thy holy day, that 
it may be a day of mercy to the 
heavy laden; a day of resurrection to 
newness and fullness of life; a day to 
worship Thee in the fellowship of the 
faithful; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


Question: Who were the watchers who 
had nothing to say? 


Fri., Feb. 17. Luke 14:7-14. 


Our Lord often repeated verse 11; it 
is one of the golden rules of His King- 
dom. His conversation in the Pharisee’s 
lovely home teaches us to be humble 
in our own opinion of ourselves. The 
Lord Jesus came for sinners and for 
sinners only. Then we should also be 
humble in our behavior. Some people 
are always pushing themselves forward. 
Be humble in your friendships and 
kindnesses, too. So many people use 
their power of friendship only for their 
own gain. What an awful thing to do! 
There are many needy folk in this 
world whom you could help tremen- 
dously if only you would give them 
your friendship. 

A Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, who by 


Thy precept and example hast taught 
us that the greatest of all is the servant 






of all, and that the humble shall 


‘exalted. Make us content to take wi 


gladness the lower place; and if it shal 
please Thee to call us higher, do The 
preserve within us a simple and humb 
heart, to Thy great glory. Amen. 


Question: In the Sermon on {f 
Mount, Jesus spoke about “laying wy 
treasure in heaven.” Which verse ij 
today’s reading teaches the same truth 










Sat., Feb. 18. Luke 14:15 

Fancy buying a piece of ground with 
out first seeing it, and then going 
view it at supper time when it 
dark! Fancy buying oxen without fi 
testing them, and then expecting tired 
beasts to plow straight furrows in dark 
ness! But I smile most at the recently 
married man’s excuse! It would give 
most men much pleasure to show o 
their new bride at a supper party, 
I think she would welcome an oppo 
tunity to show off her new dress, too! 
Can you understand what Jesus wante 
to teach through this story? The Gosp 
is like a supper party, full of god 
things. But men and women stupid} 
scorn God’s provision for them an 
make silly excuses for not acceptirz 
His loving invitation. Jesus invites t 
to come to Him with our burdens, sir 
and cares. You would not make som 
silly excuse and say “No” to Him 
would you? 


A Prayer: OC most merciful Redeem 
friend, and brother, may I know Th 
more clearly, love Thee more dearlj 
and follow Thee more nearly. Fo 
Thine own name’s sake. Amen. 








































Question: How many times were 
vitations sent out? (vv. 16, 17, 21, 23 





































Sun., Feb. 19. Luke 15:1- 

A sheep, a straying animal by na 
is just like you and me. By na 
we want our own way, so we wand 
away from the Good Shepherd and E 
way. We are like the coin, too. 
get lost so helplessly. And, like thi 
son, we deliberately choose to go awa 
from our Heavenly Father. Have you 
rebellious heart, as he had? But eve 
though the sheep was lost, it still be 
longed to the Shepherd; the coin stil 
belonged to the woman and the son 
his father. While they were lost, how 
ever, the sheep could not be cared fo 
the coin could not be used, and the s 
could have no fellowship with 
father. God cannot care for us as H 
would if we are lost to Him; nor ¢ 
He use us as He wants to do. Isn't 
an awful thing to be lost? 


Prayer: O Lord, who for our sak 
didst fast forty days and forty night 
Give us grace to use such abstinence 
that, our flesh being subdued to 
Spirit, we may ever obey Thy god 
leading in righteousness and true ho 
ness, to Thy honor and glory, who liv 
and reignest with the Father and th 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

Question: Can you find a verse in 
Luke 19 that is an encouragement be 
those who are lost? F 











4 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 











